CHAPTER II
THE INVASION OF THE LOW COUNTRIES
MAY 10
Suddenly, without warning or ultimatum, the armed forces
of Germany attack the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg.
Shortly before dawn Nazi planes bomb the principal Dutch
and Belgian aerodromes, and Nazi parachutists make surprise
landings at strategic points. Aerodromes through France are
also seriously damaged and many French planes arc destroyed
on the ground. Soon after the commencement of the air
raids, German troops cross the Dutch, Belgian and Luxem-
bourg frontiers.
Government communiques issued later in the clay in Ber-
lin, The Hague and Brussels put the start of hostilities at
slightly different hours. The resulting confusion is due in part
to the difference between Western ancl Central European
time, and to the special Amsterdam time observed in Holland
It seems that the attacks actually begin in force at about 4; 30
A.M. Western European time (5:30 A.M. in Berlin; 4:50 in
The Hague), By sunrise the Nazi bombers have wrought
great and widespread destruction and German troops are
pouring across the frontiers into Holland, Belgium and Lux-
embourg from the Moselle to the sea,
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